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CUNICO DIS-SPIRITED BUT UNIED.. 


NORTH Sydney Oval represents 
many landmarks in Michael Cunico’s 
career. 

It is where he shook hands on his 
first professional contract as a fresh- 
faced teenager straight out of the 
Institute of Sport. 


lt is the place where the young. 


defender made his first grade debut 
for NSL new boys Northern Spirit in 
front of 18,985 screaming fans on an 
unforgettable night back in October, 
1998. 

lt is also where he was delivered the 
words no footballer wants to hear: 
"Your services are no longer 
required”. 

So there will be mixed feelings 
when Cunico returns to Spirit head- 
quarters tonight, dressed in the red 
shirt of Sydney United, 

"The ground holds some great 
memories for me," Cunico told 
Northern Spirit News. 

“I'll never forget playing in front of 
nearly 19,000 people in my first game 
and the support we received for those 
first couple of years. 
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"They were happy times for me and 
it was a bit of a shock when they came 
to an end." 

Cunico was prepared for the worst 
when summoned to a meeting by 
coach Mick Hickman at the end of last 
season. 

He knew Hickman was culling a 
number of players and he’d heard 
rumours his name was on the list. But 
being forewarned didn’t lessen the 
pain when the axe fell. 

“There is no nice way of telling 
someone they are not wanted,” he 
said. 

“| half-expected to be cut but I’d be 
lying if | said it didn’t hurt. 

"I'll never forget my time at 
Northern Spirit.” 

Cunico’s story at least had a happy 
ending when cross-town rivals Sydney 
United snapped him up. 

He is one of six ex-Spirit players at 
the club —John Perosh, Paul Bilokapic, 
Kresimir Marusic, Daniel Watkins and 
Elvis Olic complete the list - and says 
he is grateful to the Edensor Park club 
for giving him a start. 
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"Some players don’t get picked up 
after being cut so at least! was able to 
find a club," he said. 

"Things haven’t gone too well so 
far, but hopefully the second half of 
the season will bring us a bit of joy." 

In fact, things couldn’t be any worse 
for United. 

Stuck to the bottom of the table 
heading into tonight’s match, Branko 
Culina’s men desperately need three 
points against a Spirit side laden with 
talent. 

Cunico knows how 
assignment will be. 

"| know the great support Spirit get 
at home so | can only imagine what it’s 
like when the support is going against 
you,” he said. 

"It will be a very difficult match for 
us but | am looking forward to getting 
back to North Sydney Oval. 

"It’s always a good night for foot- 
ball, no matter which side you’re on." 


tough the 


*** ADAM LUCIUS is Sports Editor 
of The Manly Daily. 
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THOMAS THE “TANKA" 
ENGINE BEGINS TO PUR 


SCOTT Thomas answered his 
coach’s call with devastating 
results in New Zealand last 
Friday night. 


With Michael Cartwright 
missing through suspension, 
Mick Hickman gambled by 


choosing Thomas out of posi- 
tion at left wingback. 

Usually a busy beaver in the 
midfield, Thomas swallowed 
hard when he heard the 
coach’s instructions. He didn’t 
care where he played as long 
as it was in first grade for 
Northern Spirit. 

The affable 26-year-old’s 
career has been battered by 
injury over the last 12 months. 
There were a few niggly prob- 
lems which slowed his 
progress in season 2000-01 
before he picked up a major 
injury to his left knee in the 
second last premiership game 
against eventual premiers, the 
Wollongong Wolves. 

"| had surgery in the off-sea- 
son and went through all of 
the usual strengthening stuff 
such as swimming, cycling and 
workouts on the weights," 
Thomas said. 

"When the lads got together 
in August, | thought I’d be 
ready to resume full training, 
but | was way off beam and 
suffered a bit of a setback. 

“| missed the first seven 
games before returning 
against Perth Glory at North 


Sydney Oval. | got 50 minutes 
game time that night and was- 
n’t sure whether it would be 
enough to hold down a spot. 

"A couple of suspensions 
helped my cause and to my 
surprise, Mick chose me at left 
wingback. | haven’t played 
there for ages and wasn’t sure 
how I’d fare against the Kingz. 

"As things turned out, | 
played OK. We came away 
with a 3-2 win, the three com- 
petition points and moved 
into fourth place on the NSL 
table.” 

Thomas - or "Tanka" to his 
mates - was instrumental in 
the win, twice finding space 
down the left side in the dying 
minutes to release pinpoint 
crosses for headed goals by 
Ryan Griffiths. 

"There is nothing wrong 
with my left leg but | actually 
hit those balls with my right," 
Thomas said. 

"When it worked the first 
time, | thought I’d try it again. 
Both Ryan and | couldn’t 
believe our good fortune over 
what were pretty much carbon 
copy goals." 

Thomas hails from the west- 
ern town of Orange where his 
early soccer was played for 
the Canobolas Rangers. 

The nuggetty midfielder was 
picked up by Newcastle in 
1995 and stayed at the club 
for three years before switch- 


RY TM PRENTICE 


ing to Adelaide City for two 
seasons and then Sydney 
Olympic. 

His NSL service record is 
impressive -- the 150 game 
milestone will be reached 
within a month. 

Thomas believes Spirit’s 
unbeaten away record this 
season can be attributed to 
the mental side of their game. 

"We just seem to focus a 
touch harder and go into 
those games with the right 
attitude,” he explained, 
“Everyone knows we can go a 
long way this year, providing 
we fix up our record at home 
and start winning consistently. 

"I’m sure it’s just a mental 
thing. North Sydney Oval is a 
great place to play soccer and 
our fans are the best in the 
comp. 

“This week’s clash with 
United will be difficult as they 
have a number of ex-Spirit play- 
ers in their team but if we play 
with the same grit we showed 
across the Tasman, we should 
be able to chalk up our second 
home win of the season. 

"| reckon we are building up 
to something special after the 
disappointment of last year, 
there is a lot of talent in our 
squad and our 

combinations are just begin- 
ning to gel." 
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RYAN Griffiths could have 
reacted one of two ways when 
he saw the list of recruits head- 
ed Northern Spirit’s way over 
the off-season. 

With established strikers 
Pablo Cardozo and Adrian 
Cervinski joining the Spirit 
cause, the young marksman 
may have spat the dummy and 
sulked or he could have beguna 
concerted push to remove one 
of the two big names in front of 
him. 

Griffiths decided on the latter 
route, promising to make the 
most of any opportunity that 
beckoned and, ultimately, giving 
coach Mick Hickman no alterna- 
tive but to pick him. 

The NSL rookie’s cameo per- 
formances off the bench over 
the past few weeks have 
enlivened Spirit late in their 
games, forcing Hickman to seri- 
ously look at the young livewire 
as a Starting prospect. 

Cervinski took the difficult 
decision out of the gaffer’s 
hands a fortnight ago when he 
collected a red card against 
Perth Glory and copped an auto- 
matic two-match suspension. 

They say never go on holiday 
and Cervinski may rue his 
enforced lay-off, with Griffiths 
jumping into his seat and scor- 
ing a match-winning double 


NEVER GIVEA STRIKER. 
AN EVEN BREAK! ___ 


against the New Zealand Kingz 
at their last start. 

lt was a fitting reward for the 
young striker who dreams of 
tackling the worid surfing tour 
when not visualising the ball 
going into the back of the net. 

"Adrian and Pablo are obvi- 
ously quality strikers and | knew 
| had a tough job teking either 
one of their snots," Griffiths 
admitted. 

"| just told myself to do my 
best every time Mick gave me a 
chance and if something came 
up, then great. 

"You never wish one of your 
teammates to cE injured or sus- 
pended, but Adrian’s suspen- 
sion Was a soad break for me 
and I’ve got to try and make the 
most of it. 

"Last week was a good start 
and hopefully | can keep up that 
sort of form and make it hard for 
Adrian to get back in.” 

Twenty-year-old Griffiths has 
been banging in goals ever since 
he swapped booties for boots. 

With brothers Adam (Northern 
and joel (Newcastle) aiso 
on the national stage, the 
Griffiths clan has been well rep- 
resented in the NSL over the 
past few years. 

"It was a soccer mad house 
and still is," Ryan revealed. 

"| obviously see a fair bit of 


Spirit) 


+ www.northernspirit.com. 


BY ADAM Lucius| 


Adam and | keep an eye on what 
Joel’s up to and we all like to see 
each other doing well. 

"It would be great if we could 
all play in the same team one 
day." 

But continuing his rich vein of 
form is the immediate goal for 
the man teammates have 
dubbed “Weird" because of his 
habit of coming up with obscure 
and offbeat comments. 

Six goals in 30 NSL matches 
indicate Griffiths may be devel- 
oping into the consistent target- 


man those who coached him at 
youth level predicted. 

"| didn’t score at all last sea- 
son and | made it one of my 


goals this season to start scor- 
ing regularly," he said. 

“Ym a bit more confident out 
there than | was a year o7 iwo 
ago and | don’t mind irying 
things if | think they are ‘on.’ 

"l’m really enjoying my soccer 
at the moment and I just hope 
we can keep going the way we 
have. 

"We’re doing better than most 
people thought we would. ' 

The same could be said of one 


“Ryan Griffiths, much to~ the 


delight of his coach and the 
army of Northern Spirit fans. | 


7% ADAM LUCIUS is 
Sports Editor of The Manly Daily 
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SOCCHM CLO 


Head Coach: Branko Culina 


No Name 

1 Brett HUGHES 

2 Michael SANTALAB 
3 Vince SAVOCA 

4 Elvis OLIC 

5 Nahuel ARRARTE 
6 Michael CUNICO 

7 Kresimir MARUSIC 
8 Ante MORIC 


40. ~—— Ante MILICIC 


11 Zeliko KOPIC 

12 Brendan SANTALAB 
13 Ante DEUR 

14 Goran TALEVSK! 
15 Aytek GENC 

16 Commins MENAPI 
17 Pau! BILOKAPIC 
18 Daniel WATKINS 
19 Terry PALAPANIS 
24 Mile JEDINAK 

22 Milan BOSNAR 
23. Michael CINDRIC 
27 John PEROSH 

37. Aljosa ASANOVIC 


Position 


Goalkeeper 


‘Defender 


Utility 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Defender 
Midfielder 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Midfielder 
Striker 
Striker 
Midfieider 
Defender 


Defender 


Goalkeeper 


Midfielder 
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No Name 


Adam Gk 
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Steven BAVEAS 
Matthew HUNTER 
ALEX WILKINSON 
lacob REX 


ALL HAIL GRIFFO - 


OUR TWO GOAL 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 3 
(Cardozo 48, Griffiths 80 and 84) 
d KINGZ 2 (Goutzioulis 64, 
Urlovic 69) 


Ericsson Stadium, 
Friday, November 30, 2001 


Referee: Mark Shields 
Crowd: 4223 


Northern Spirit; 


Lupce Acevski, julian Watts, 
Noel Spencer, Simon Bell, 
Robert Trajkavski, 
Andrew McDermott (Aaron 
Burgess 78), Craig Foster, 
Robbie Enes, Scott Thomas, 
Ryan Griffiths, Pablo Cardozo, 
Subs not used: 
Gabriel Mendez, 

Jack Sobezyk and 
Paul Henderson (gk). 


RYAN Griffiths was the hero for 
Northern Spirit last Friday night with 
two goals handing Spirit a vital and 
well deserved 3-2 victory over the 
Kingz in Auckland. 

Griffiths was starting his first match of 
the season following the suspension of 
Adrian Cervinski and immediately gave 
coach Mick Hickman something to 
think about with two goals in the last 
10 minutes. 

The victory lifted Northern Spirit into 
4th place on the NSL ladder and kept 
its amazing undefeated record away 
from home intact. 

The first 45 minutes were rugged 
with both sides playing cautiously, 
especially the Kingz, who seemed 
content on playing that type of foot- 
ball under new coach Kevin Fallon. 

Spirit had some good chances.in the 


first half with Julian Watts missing an 
easy header after a great run to the 
far post and Pablo Cardozo rattling 
the crossbar as well as having a goal 
disallowed after he was judged to 
have pushed the Kingz ‘keeper 
Michael Theoklitos before heading 
into the net. 

The Kingz also had a golden chance 
with Mark Burton getting behind the 
defence but his shot was well saved 
by the advancing Lupce Acevski, who 
was brought into the side at the 
expense of Paul Henderson. 

The game burst into life in the sec- 
ond stanza when Cardozo scored his 
sth goal of the season in the 48th 
minute. 

A Robbie Enes corner was met at the 
far post by Watts and Cardozo was 
able to pick up the slops after 
Theoklitos was unable to get a hand 
to the ball, managing only to clatter 
into Simon Bell. 

That goal lifted the visitors but 
Kingz defender George Goutzioulis 
levelled the score in the 64th minute 
with a goal that will take some beat- 
ing for Goal of the Year. 

Bell did well to clear a dangerous 
cross but Goutzioulis volleyed first 
time from 30m with a swerving shot 
that rocketed into the net, giving 
Acevski no chance. 

Five minutes later it looked like 
going horribly wrong for the Spirit 
when Paul Urlovic popped up at the 
far post to head into an empty net 
after Acevski tried to take a cross but 
came up empty. 

With Mick Hickman cooling his heels 
in the grandstand after he was sent 
from the field, it was left to Jean-Paul 


BY DAVID MASON 


deMarigny to call the shots but he 
didn’t have to change much to get the 
desired result. 

Scott Thomas, who was outstanding 
in the unfamiliar role of left wingback 
delivered an inch perfect cross that 
was met by Griffiths, who had man- 
aged to ghost in between two mark- 
ers, and he headed the ball into the 
bottom left hand corner of the net. 

Four minutes later Griffiths was ele- 
vated to hero status when he scored 
an almost identical goal to give the 
Spirit a 3-2 lead. Once again it was 
with the head and once again it was 
Thomas.who delivered. 

In the past it has been the 
Trajkovski-Hutchinson partnership, 
this time it was the Thomas and Griffo 
Show that gave Spirit a remarkable 
late win. 

For Spirit, Thomas was outstanding 
and he was closely followed by 
Cardozo, Bell and the Spirit defence, 
while Griffiths was always dangerous 
with his speed, 

After the game, coach Hickman 
praised his charges for the way they 
battled on and played out the entire 
90 minutes. 

"That was a gutsy win," Hickman 
said. "Going behind by two quick 
goals at that late stage can break 
teams, but not this time, and not this 
team. The lads are full of character 
and guts and they managed to grind 
out another great result." 

Kiwi striker Aaron Burgess made his 
debut off the bench and almost 
scored what would have been a 
clincher in the 88th minute, but 
Theoklitos saved well with his feet 
with Burgess bearing down on goal. 


* www.northernspirit.com.au 
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AARON Burgess all but scored the 
most satisfying goal of his flourishing 
career against the Football Kingz in 
Auckland last Friday night. 

Sent into the fray in the 89th minute, 
the 23-year-old striker latched onto a 
ball 20 metres out and sent it careering 
towards the net only to be deprived by a 
magnificent goalie’s save. Burgess 
would have loved it to have gone in as 
the Kingz wanted nothing to do with him 
when they began lining up recruits for 
the 2001-2002 season. He was coming 
off a 30-goal season for a team called 
Dunedin Technical in the NZ National 
League but the Kingz treated him pretty 
much like a leper. Spirit coach Mick 
Hickman wasted little time in signing 
Burgess and he looks to be a very handy 
pick-up for the Northern Spirit club. 


YOUNG Zachary La Cava performed a 
splendid version of the National 
Anthem before Spirit’s last home game 
against Perth Glory. His clear and confi- 
dent delivery impressed everyone at the 
ground and there’s a good chance he 
will be asked for a repeat performance 
some time in the future. Zac’s favourite 
singer is the legendary Elvis Presley 
(who would have been a devoted Spirit 
fan if he were still with us). 


RIOT, what riot? Some of the media 
reports of the aftermath to the Spirit- 
Glory game were five star beat-ups. 
Drawing comparison to the Socceroos’ 
stormy arrival in Montevideo was Hans- 
Christian Andersen stuff -- fairytales. A 
group of Spirit fans were upset over ref- 
eree Simon Micallef’s handling of the 
game and lined up to let him know their 
true feelings. On advice from police, the 
ref stayed on the ground for 10 or so 
minutes. He got to his change room 
without incident. 


SKY TV screened a one hour preview 
show leading up to the Socceroos’ 
World Cup qualifier against Uruguay. 


NATIONA 


WITH TIM PRENTICE 


The show had a healthy Northern Spirit 
flavour. Ex-Socceroos Robbie Slater and 
Craig Foster were joined by presenter 
Murray Shaw, who just happens to be 
coach of Northern Spirit’s Under 12 
tearm in the Super Youth League. 


DAVE Mason, the ’keeper of the Spirit 


website, reports that Northern Spirit 


teenagers Brent Fisher and Jacob Rex 
are back in Australia after a highly suc- 
cessful training stint with Rangers in 
Glasgow. Rex and Fisher were the first 
Youth players to travel to Rangers as 
part of a "work experience” scheme set 
up between the two clubs. The pair 
spent three weeks training with the 
Rangers squad and received rave 
reviews during their stint. Rex in partic- 
ular was very impressive and spent 
some time training with the Rangers 
first grade goalkeeper and opened the 
eyes of the Rangers’ coaching staff. 
"Rexy did very well in Scotland,” said 
Norther Spirit Director of Football Bill 
Collins. "They were very impressed with 
the way he trained. He was outstanding 
when he did a session with their 
(Rangers’) first grade keepers. We have 
received some very good reports about 
the way both players performed.” 
Fisher, a New Zealand Under 17 interna- 
tional, was praised for his skills and 
also caught the eye of the Rangers’ 
youth set up. 

"Fish (Fisher) got stuck in over there 
and fitted in well with the boys during 
training," Collins said. “It is hard for a 
field player because the local lads test- 
ed him out a little bit.“A few of the 
Rangers first grade guys like Robert 
Malcolm gave him a bit of stick but Fish 
stoodup for himself, which was a good 
sign for a young player aiming to make 
it at the top level. Before he got on the 
plane to come home the Rangers’ 
coaching staff had a chat to him about 
his future. He left with a big smile on his 
face.” 

Brent Fisher lined up for Northern 
Spirit's Youth team against the ACT 


SOCCER LEAGUE 
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Academy of Sport in Canberra last Sunday 
afternoon. The next wave of Northern 
Spirit youth team players 
Scotland in January. 


leave for 


THE bulk of Sydney United’s playing ros- 
ter should have no excuses for late arrival 
at North Sydney Oval for tonight’s game. 
No fewer than SIX United players were 
with Spirit last season. Three are on the 
injured list -- John Perosh, Daniel Watkins 
and Elvis Olic -- but Kresimir Marusic, Paul 
Bilokopic and Michael Cunico will line up 
against Hickman’s Heroes. Each can 
expect the traditional warm “welcome” 
from the gang assembled in Spirit Point! 


MEMO SANTA CLAUS, NORTH SYDNEY 
COUNCIL, ANYONE: All we (Northern Spirit 
supporters) want for Christmas is a 90- 
minute clock up there near the Ken Irvine 


scoreboard at the southern end of 
ground. C'mon fellas, we've got a fox 
team going pretty well, the BEST 
on the planet but not the faintest idea how 
long before half-time, full-time etc 


OUR good friends from Cadburys Ice 
Cream have another special treat in store 
for loyalty card holders at tonight’s game. 
Simply present your card at the nearest 
Cadbury’s Ice Cream booth at North 
Sydney Oval and you’ll walk away with 
something almost as good as Pablo 
Cardozo "special" from 35 metres. 


*= TIM PRENTICE is Executive Producer of Ragio 
2KY's Big Sports Breakfast whic f 
days from Monday to Friday 

Greg Radley and Richard Freed 
soccer news and views from home and abroad. 


_ is strictly prohibited. 
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WHAT a_ heartbreaking feeling 
watching the Socceroos bow out of the 
World Cup in Montevideo. 

Like everyone, | really thought this 
was our time but it was not to be. We 
can only put our hands up and say the 
Aussies were beaten by a better team 
on the day. 

Uruguay deserved their win and in 
reality deserved their place in the 2002 
World Cup but it has once again raised 
the question of fairness about 
Australia’s path to the World Cup. 

Looking back through the CON- 
MEBOL (South American) qualifiers, it 
is interesting to see that Uruguay only 
won seven out of their 18 games, los- 
ing five and drawing six. 


e 


FROM the moment | walked into 
the club midway through last year, 
the one thing we worked on was get- 
ting that mental edge, create a work 
ethic and a never-say-die attitude. 

Last Friday night it all came to 
fruition in a perfect example of what 
we are all looking for in our football 
side. And when | say |, | mean the 
coaches, players, officials and of 
course you, the fans! 

Some teams would have fallen ina 
heap when hit by two quick goals 
midway through the second half to 
go behind, away from home. 

Not this team! 

We dug in our heels, kept playing 
football with confidence that goals 


Australia lost just ONCE — against 
Uruguay — and we are out. 

| know there is no comparison 
between the standard of opposition 
with us playing New Zealand as well as 
the small South Pacific countries and 

‘Uruguay coming up against Brazil and 

Argentina, but there is no reason why 
we need to be involved in these cut- 
throat games every four years. 

Put the Oceania winner - and | stress 
Oceania because a lot of people are 
taking for granted that it is Australia -- 
into the Asian qualifying rounds and let 
us go up against the countries of the 
Asian conference, home and away, and 
be judged on the same ground as 
every other nation. 


weeks of the competition when he 
has been on the bench and only get- 
ting a few minutes here and there, 
and the odd run in the youth team. 
He kept training hard and when 
Adrian Cervinski was suspended, he 
got his chance and took it stylishly. 
His two goals were class. Good 
finishes after making intelligent 
runs into the penalty boxes. They 
were not 25m Screamers but great 
striker’s goals which gave us a big 
boost and three precious points. 
What we need to do now is take 
advantage of our victory on the road 
and get a win at home tonight 
against Sydney United. 
Our form has been tremendous 
away from home with three wins 


FOZZIE’S POZZIE _ 


BY NORTHERN SPIRIT CAPTAIN 


CRAIG FOSTER 


| would back us to not only qualify 
but go close to winning the Asian qual- 
ifying group. 

It would certainly help the problems 
associated with not playing enough 
games and would also bring the best 
Socceroo team to Australia several 
times for fair dinkum World Cup quali- 
fying matches. 

FIFA probably looks upon us as a 
small fish (and that, we are) but if soc- 
cer is to be regarded as The World 
Game, then FIFA must give every coun- 
try the same opportunities to take part 
in the World Cup. 

To Frank Farina, Arnie and the rest of 
the Socceroo squad, you did us proud 
in difficult circumstances. 


BY HEAD COACH MICK HICKMAN | 


But, in fairness to the side, the 
three teams who have come to our 
ground and taken points are coming 
ast (Perth), 2nd (Newcastle) and sth 
(Olympic) on the ladder. We have 
played some good teams at North 
Sydney Oval. 

Still, excuses are for the weak and 
we will push on and try to get over 
the top of 
Sydney 
United 
tonight. 

Let’s all 
hope for a 
good game 


would come—and they certainly did. andtwodrawsbutwehaveonlyone and a Spirit 
Hats of to Ryan Griffiths. He has win andonedrawathome.Thathas victory, 
been areal pro during the firstseven to change. 
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FOR ALL YOUR SPECIAL OGGASIGNS» MAKE YOUR, NEXT GIFT ROSES ONLY. 
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* BOXED ROSES « BOXED GERBERAS » ARRANGEMENTS e CHOCOLATES « 
* LIQUOR * TEDDY BEARS * GIFTS & VOUCHERS e« SPECIALS « 


PRONE ORDERS 1266 127.222 GVER TBE INTERNET www.rocsesonly.com.au 


| CLASSIC Sportswear 


PROUD SPONSORS OF THE NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Classic Sportswear has been kicking goals for over 
65 years as Australia's leading manufacturer of 
sports apparel for teams, supporters, fashion, and 
Year 12 commerative jerseys. 


Ph; (02) 9318-2000 email: sales@classicsports,com.au 
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The official range of Northern Spirit Football Club merchandise |s available at 
home games at The Footy Shop caravan — located in the North Sydney Oval. 


SHOP 


COME OVER AND HAVE A LOOK!!!! 


Merchandise 


also available: 


Merchandise 


Mail Order Hotline 


Northern Spirit Website 


The Footy Shop 
Shop 130, Level 1 
Mandarin Centre 
SYDNEY 2067 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


The Footy Shop 

Shop 219, Level 1 
Harbourside Shopping Centre 
Darling Harbour, 

SYDNEY 2000 

OPEN 7 DAYS 


PLEASE 


WILL BE LOCATED NEX1 
| | 
“a LOYALTY 


NOTE THAT THE FOOTY 


SHO! 
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rO THE BOB STAND FOR THIS GAME. REMEMB 


RS TO ATTEND WILL RECEIVE A FREE GOODIE 


DR i rAUKeESASS Te; LU 


THE ALL-NEW VOI CAFE, NORTHERN SPIRIT SUPPORTERS COME * 


AND BEST OF ALL THE NORTHERN SPIRIT ATMOSPHERE BEFORE > 


VO] CAFE IS THE PLACE TO BE IF YOU ARE A NORTHERN SPIRITS. 


AS FROM THE 31ST OCTOBER, VO! CAFE IS OPEN FOR DINNER WW’ 


TEL 9954 4030 SUITE 2, 5 RIDG: 
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of Summa 


Total ga 
Northe 
Sydney 
Draws 

- North 
- Sydne 


Last No: 
07.01.01 


Last Syc 
26.01.0' 


Best No 
07.01.06 


Best Syc 
26.01.01 


First tim 
SYDNEY 
NORTHE 
Venue: S 
Sydney lt 
(Joel Grit 
Michael ! 
Steve Ea: 
Jacob Bu 
Northerr 
{Eddie Bc 
Mark Rut 
Kresimir 
(Graham 


Last time 
NORTHE! 
SYDNEY | 
Danny Bu 
Venue: Ne 
Northern 
Matthew | 
{Michael ( 
Craig Fos' 
Burgess, | 
Sydney Ur 
Tom Mari 
Nahuel Ar 
Ziatko Ara 


M 
» Northern Spirit 


V 
Sydney United 
HEAD TO HEAD 


ALLGAMES ({@ NORTH SYDNEY 


Ss = 
ummary TH) 


> 


Total games played 6 
Northern Spirit wins 2 
Sydney United wins 4 
Draws 0 
- Northern Spirit goals 8 
- Sydney United goals 7 


ee TON + &© 


Last Northern Spirit win 
07.01.00 Northern Spirit Sydney United 3-0 


Last Sydney United win 


26.01.01 Northern Spirit Sydney United 1-2 


Best Northern Spirit result 


07.01.00 Northern Spirit Sydney United 3-0 
Best Sydney United resutt 
26.01.01 Northern Spirit Sydney United 1-2 


First time they met - 06.12.98 [round 9 1998/99} 
SYDNEY UNITED 1 [Mile Sterjovski 38°) 

NORTHERN SPIRIT 0 

Venue: Sydney Utd Sports Centre. Crowd: 6236. 
Sydney United: Andrew Crews, Joe Caleta 

[Joel Griffiths 61°}, Joe Vrkic, Velimir Kupresak, 
Michael Santalab, Richard Plesa (Danny Townsend 71’, 
Steve Eagleton, Steve Berry, Walter Ardone, 

Jacob Burns, Mile Sterjovski [David Mitchell 74’). 
Northern Spirit: Paul Henderson, Philip Moss 

[Eddie Bosnar 66'], Luke Casserly, Matthew Langdon, 
Mark Rudan, Paul Bilokapic, Robert Enes, 

Kresimir Marusic, Robbie Slater, Daniel Watkins 
[Graham Arnold 69"), Clayton Zane (Michael Cunico 57’). 


Last time they met - 26.01.01 {round 16 2000/01) 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 1 (Ben Burgess 27°) 

SYDNEY UNITED 2 [Zlatko Arambasic 35’, 

Danny Burt 55’) 

Venue: North Sydney Oval, Crowd: 3731. 

Northern Spirit: Paul Henderson, Jacek Sobezyk, 
Matthew Bingley, Mike Smith, Gabriel Mendez 
[Michael Cunico 65'], Scott Thomas, Troy Cranney, 
Craig Foster, Alex Moreira [Robbie Slater 65'}, Ben 
Burgess, Daniel Watkins [Simon Catanzaro 83°] 
Sydney United: Steve Tolios, Elvis Olic [Mile Jedinak 82’), 
Tom Maric, Richard Plesa, Danny Burt, Shane Webb 
Nahuel Arrarte, Ante Deur, Tom Pondeljak, 

Zlatko Arambasic, Francis Awaritefe [Commins Menapi 57’) 


-ZA 


SQUAD -N 


Player 


Lupee Acevski 
Simon Bell [©MR] 
Aaron Burgess 
Pablo Cardoza 
Michaet Cartwright 
Adrian Oervinski 
Troy Cranney 
Robert Enes 

Craig Foster 

Ryan Griffiths 

Paul Henderson 
John Hutchinson 
Andrew McDermott 
Gabriel Mendez 
Tony Perinich 
Jacek Sobczyk 
Noel Spencer 
Scott Thomas 
Robert Trajkoyski 
Julian Watts 


Coach 


SQUAD - Sydney United 


01/62 Season 
Games Goals 


Player 


Jon Angelucci 
Zlatko Arambasic 
Nahuel Arrarte 
Aljosa Asanovic [CRO] 
Paul Bilokapic 
Michael Cunico 
Ante Deur 

Aytek Genc 

Brett Hughes 
John Karoubas 
Vitson Knezevic 
Zeljko Kopic [CRO] 
Kresimir Marusic 


Commins Menapi (SOL!) 


Ante Milicic 

Ante Moric 

John Perash 

Brendan Santalab 
Michael Santalab 
Vince Savoca 

Marcus Stergiopoulos 
Gorsn Talevski 

Ivan Zelic 

Coach 


NATIONAL SOC 


Perth Glory 
Newcastle United 
Brisbane Strikers 
Northern Spirit 
Olympic Sharks 
Parramatta Power 
Metbourne Knights 
Marconi Stallions 
Adelaide City Force 
Seuth Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Kingz-FC 


Wollongong Wolves 


ananowwnwowowowowowoae 


Age 


29 
30 


Mick HickmanNorthern Spirit 22 


Age 


26 
32 
21 
35 
25 


Branko CulinaSydney United 101 
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01/02 Season 
Games Goals 
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Perth Glory 
Games 


BY ANDRE 


orthern Spirit 


Northern Spirit 
Games Goals 


22 


Goals 


NSL career 


Games Goals 
' n 


NICKNAME: 
POSITION: 


uble picking up handy hints DATE OF BIRTH: 
e his golf game -- he has 

istol, England, who are PLACE OF BIRTH: 

Michael chose golf as 

trying to make some- HEIGHT: 

. "| guess we have all 


but ling is we are happy WEIGHT: 
tid." Watts plays off a handicap of 
ard to the balmy months ahead NORTHERN SPIRIT GAMES: 


2 the beautiful courses along 

"| have got my eye on Long NORTHERN SPIRIT GOALS: 
the powerful defender. “It looks really 

nd I'd love to see how I'd go around NSL MATCHES: 


soccer, Julian is also a keen Formula 1 PREVIOUS CLUBS: 


z fan who keeps tabs on his favourite 
e local TV channels and the internet. "| 


is at home who race cars but not the 
ve been out on the track a couple 


a huge thrill." - T/M PRENTICE. 


PRE-GAME MEAL: 

CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT: 
FAVOURITE FOOTBALL MEMORY: 
FIRST CAR; 
HOBBIES/INTERESTS: 

PET HATE ON THE FIELD: 


ONE WORD TO SUM ME UP: 


Wattsy 

Defender 
47/3/1971 
Sheffield, England 
187cm 

gokg 

9 


1 


9 


Rotherham United (1990-1992) 
Sheffield Wednesday (1992-1995) 
Leicester City (1995-1998) 

Bristol City (4998-1999) 

Luton Town (1999-2001) 


Rice Pudding 

My Playstation 

Engiand Division one play-off winners 
Vauxhall Chevette 

Golf and Formula 4 Motor Racing 
Bad referees 


Pom 


NORTHERN SPIRIT V MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


Friday 2ist December Kick off 
CURTAIN RAISER 


- 7.30 pm 


Spirit Youth v Marconi Colts 
Kick - off 5.15 pm Gates Open 5.00 pm 


y january 


5) day March 8 


Opponent 
Newcastle United 
Adelaide City Force 
Olympic Sharks 
=) FiKETS 
South Melbourne 
Marcon! Stailions 
Perth Glory 
Sydney United 
BYE 
Melbourne Knights 
Wollongong Wolves 
Parramatta Power 
stie wnited 

Adelaide City Force 

pic Sharks 
Brisbane Strikers 
South Melbourne 
Marcon! Stallions 
Kingz FC 

ey United 
BYE 


me Knights 


Wollongong Wolves 


FIXTURES 2001/2002 


Ground 


1-1 Craw (Hutchinson) 


0-3 loss 
1-0 win (Cardozo) 
Rell 
O-2 loss 
7 Morvti 


North Sydney Oval 


North Sydney Oval 
NIN Stadium 
North Sydney Oval 
Aara 
North Sydney Oval 


North Sydney Oval 
North Sydney Oval 
Perth ¢ 

North Sydney Oval 


>yone 


nignts Sted 


North Sydney Oval 


SAVE MONEY RING THIS NUMBER NOW! 1800 024.0% 


POOR DEFENCE TRIGGERS 
‘CAPITAL’ PUNISHMENT _ 


NORTHERN Spirit slumped to a 
surprise 5-3 loss to the ACT 
Academy of Sport (ACTAS) in a 
National Youth League fixture in 
Canberra last Sunday. 

A terrible defensive display cost 
Spirit a victory they were expecting 
and left them languishing in the 
bottom half of the ladder. 

Steven Baveas, Ben 
Jenke and Brent Fisher should have 
to snare victory 
against one of the younger teams in 
the competition but it wasn’t to be. 

The ACTAS took the lead in the 
zoth minute but things looked good 
for the Spirit when they hit back 
through captain 


Goals to 


been enough 


immediately 
Steven Baveas. 
But a sloppy 20 minute period 
either side of half time killed the 
game for the visitors, conceding 
three goals to be 4-1 down. 
Substitute Ben Jenke pulled one 
back but it was all over When the 
ACT scored a 5th goal in the 7oth 


POOSEPH 
MURPHY 


minute. Brent Fisher, who returned 
from a training stint with Rangers 
on Thursday, scored a consolation 
goal late but the game was already 
gone. 

Coach Phil Moss was fuming with 
the display, which has put a severe 
dent in the team’s hopes of qualify- 
ing for the semi finals, even at this 
early stage. 

"Defensively we were terrible,” 
Moss said. “| can not believe that 
we can go away, score three goals 
and come away with nothing. 
"Going forward we were pretty 
good and we played some out- 
standing football but we were terri- 
ble at the back and it has cost us 
three points we really shouldn't 
have dropped.” 

Spirit’s frustration was height- 
ened by no less than five shots hit- 
ting the woodwork and a missed 
penalty by substitute George 
McLean. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
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_ Recent results 


MASO ae 


DAVID } 


a 


Rd 8 Northern Spirit 4 (A Griffiths, 

S Catanzaro, A Burgess, B Jenke) 

d NSWIS 1 

Rd 9 ACT Academy § d Northern Spirit 3 

(S Baveas, B Jenke, B Fisher) ; 


Round Opponent Result 

4 Parramatta Youth 0-5 loss 
2 Newcastle Youth o-1 loss 
3 AIS 1-2 loss 

4 Olympic Youth 1-1 draw = 
5 QAS 3-3 draw 

6 Sydney Utd Colts 3-0 win { 

7 Marconi Youth 1-3 loss 4 
8 NSWIS 4-2 win 

9 ACT Academy 3-5 loss 

10 Sydney Utd Youth Dec 8 home 
11 Brisbane Toro Dec 16 away 

12 Marconi Colts Dec 21 home 

13 Wollongong Youth Jan 4 away 
14 Parramatta Youth Jan 12 home 
15 Newcastle Youth Jan 18 away 
16 AIS Jan 26 home 

17 Olympic Youth Feb 2 away — 

18 QAS Feb 8 home 

19 Sydney Utd Colts Feb 16 away 
20 Marconi Youth Feb 23 home 

21 NSWIS Mar 1 away 

22 ACT Academy Mar 9 home 

23 Sydney Utd Youth Mar 17 away 
24 Brisbane Toro Mar 23 home 
25 Marconi Colts Mar 31 away 


26 Wollongong Youth Apr 7 home 


Robbiewiater inahedirst « 


Nene Spint dame in 


HIGH SPIRITS 


DO YOU KNOW - NosrtHeen Sriait 


1, Goalkeeper Lupce Acevski joined Spirit from which NSL club? 

2. Which player scored the first ever goal for Northern Spirit in the NSL? 

3. Captain Craig Foster has played for which two Engtish 1st Division ¢ lubs? 
4. What age is defender Jack Sobezyk? 

5. Who is the only player to score three goals in an NSL game for Spirit? 


————— — 


DO YOU KNOW - Syoney Univeo 


1, Former Sydney United and current Socceroo goalkeeper ¢ eljiko Kalac currently plays fo 

which Dutch club? 
2, Who has scored the most-goals for Sydney United in the NSL? 
* Which member of the recent Socceroo World Cup squad is the only Sydney Unit cl player to " 


win the NSL Under 21 player of the year 
ii. Who was the last Sydney United playe rto be NSL top score! ig 


&. Which member of the 1998 Croatian World Cup squad made suest appearance 


DO YOU KNOW - Aussie Soccer 
1. Who holds the record as the longest serving Socceroo coach? 


Argentina in 1993? 
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2. Which player born and raised in Oceania has won a World Cup winners medal? 
3. Which ground holds the NSL crowd record during the regular home and away season? 
4, From the recent Socceroo squad, who is the only survivor from the World Cup matches against 


5. Who scored a ‘golden goal’ for the Sacceroos when they beat Uruguay in the semi-final of the Confederations Cup in 1997? 


Can you find the 
following Aussie 
soccer names in 
the above table? 


BELL 


NORTHERN SPIRIT FOOTBAL 


Kit Sponsorship sa “lie 
Ever wanted to be an Official Shirt Sponsor - 75 -_—s A 


NOW iS YOUR CHANCE!!! 


Simply choose your player from the official team list below: . Js i al 


2 Acevski Troy Cranney Alex Wilkinson 


n Watts John Hutchinson jacob Rex 


= Ro AR sit a) fa etenreistes “: : 
on Bell Michael Cartwright Simon Catanzaro - 
Spencer Gabrie! sndez : | 
of ae Gabriel Wiendez Mitchell Prentice | =< 
e . : 


obie Trajkovski Robbie Enes : al if 
: Mick Hickman (Coach 


as Paul Henderson aap | 1 i / 
ce at - ljean-Paul De Marigny a hi 
cDermott Jacek Sobczyk 7 


oste Steven Baveas 


: xe Ces See leaden 
ervinsk Matthew Hunter 


TO RESERVE YOUR PLAYER CALL ) 
= express couriers THE MARKETING HOTLINE ON 8904 1487 


commercial printing [7 | 


graphic design [7] 
bookbinding & film output | a 
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10/32 Campbell Ave, Dee Why NSW 2099 Australia 
Ph: 9982 2533 Fax: 9981 3566 Email: debdee@zip.com.au 


“De Sil} UOQUAL NOK J camara Sar 


Banded 


SHOPS * RESTAURANTS e 
e CAFES « BARS ® 
LUBS « HOTELS « FACTORIES ¢ 
SOOL ROOM SPECIALISTS « 


24, HR EMERGENCY 
SERVICE - 7 DAYS 


SHOWROOM: 40-44 SYDNEY ST, 
MARRICKVILLE 
FAX: 9550 3768 
EMAIL: crownfabusiness.com.au 
www.crowncommercial.com.au 


BBN 95 O79:449:938 DESIGN - CONSTRUCTION - FITOUT - SALES & SERVICE 
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-“" @ One of the best kept secrets in town! 


A 


North Sydney Oval Function Centre 


North Sydney 
Council 


EXQUISITE, UNIQUE, VERSATILE 


For a truly individual function with 
style and elegance, the North 
Sydney Oval Function Centre is 
unsurpassed. The venue offers views 
of both St Leonards Park and North 
Sydney Oval from each of the two 
function rooms. 


The versatility of the venue makes it 
ideally suited for every function from 
birthday celebrations, business semi- 
nars, conferences, exhibitions, formal 
and informal dining. an 


JUST RIGHT FOR CHRISTMAS PARTIES! 


Cocktail Parties, Buffet or Formal. 
All inclusive packages are available. 


For an information package or to arrange an 
inspection of this unique venue, please contact: 


JENNIE DEVLIN 
Function Centre Manager 
9936 8585 or 0419 216 290 


Clam PSs 
& 
ASSOCIATES 


Cc OFN VeE YAN Cc iene 


WE ARE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 


SALE CONTRACTS PREPARED WITHIN 7 DAYS 


WE ORGANISE PEST & BUILDING REPORTS 


WE ORGANISE EXCHANGE OF CONTRACTS 


LEGALLY QUALIFIED CONVEYANCER 


EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE —- GREAT RATES 


WE CAN ALSO ARRANGE FINANCE 


PHONE 02 9871 0155 


15% DISCOUNT FOR NORTHERN SPIRIT CLUB MEMBERS 


MEL CIAMPA JP B.EC DIP LAW (SAB) Grad Dip Bus Admin Licenced Conveyancer 


P O BOX 4850 NORTH ROCKS NSW 2151 
FACSIMILE 02 9871 0592 * EMAIL ciampassoc@bigpond.com 
355 NORTH ROCKS ROAD, NORTH ROCKS NSW 2151 


